
As years went by, professional cars be-
gan to be admitted to shows:  ambulanc-
es first, then hearses.  This year the 
AACA museum has a special display, 
“Professional Vehicles:  100 Years of 
Service” at its museum.  And what do 
you know:  the Sep/Oct 2024 issue of 
Antique Automobile has an in-depth six-
page feature, “Rest in Peace,” tracing 
funeral-car history done by Matthew 
Hocker, AACA’s librarian. 

Much of the credit for AACA’s change 
of opinion must go to our late President 
Bill Alexander, who spent some time 
seated on a Henney running board with 
a past AACA president, explaining our 
cars to him at a show a few years back. 

Long-timers in the old-car hobby will 
recall that the most influential club of 
all, The Antique Automobile Club of 
America (AACA), began in 1935 with a 
limited view of what cars were accepta-
ble.  For a long time the age limit stayed 
prewar, eventually growing to 25 years; 
and there were just some cars they didn’t 
like.  Primary among those:  hearses and 
ambulances.  We have seen stiffnecks 
bar such cars from shows in the past. 

Clubs have formed over the years due to 
AACA’s unwillingness to include their 
cars:  The Classic Car Club of America, 
the Milestone Car Society, the Contem-
porary Historical Vehicle Association 
and...The Professional Car Society. 

A major  development  for  this  hobby:  

AACA features  hearses  in  i t s  latest  
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tograph’s being taken. 

The feature we noticed imme-
diately on this coach is the left 
sidemount spare.  That means 
dual sidemounts, as the stand-
ard location was starboard.  

And yes, it is a sidemount spare, not a 
church-truck cover; we don’t think 
that accessory had come out yet in 
1936. 

Normally in this space we cite the pre-
sent status of the establishment; for 
the first time in a long while, we find 
no corporate descendant of the funer-
al home.  There are 10 establishments 
on the Internet in Colchester—none 
of them is a Williams. 

This 1936 762 Henney 120BA Packard is 
shown outside the Williams Funeral Home 
in Colchester, Illinois.  The proud owner is 
Lindsey Williams at the time of the pho-
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We don't get the chance to wel-
come new members to this organi-
zation (if that’s the right word) all 
that often, so let’s give a warm 
Henney welcome to: 

Gary Comer 
P. O. Box 277 
Stanley VA  22851 
(640) 325-6012 
 

Mr. Comer does not have a Henney 
(at the moment), though we noticed 
that his business card has a 1941 Hen-
ney on it—surely putting him in the 
upper echelon with all our other 
members, car owners or not. 

Welcome new memberWelcome new memberWelcome new memberWelcome new member  

Envelope of the quarter 
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Betcha go to bed every night wondering where 
Henney got the wheels it used in its chassis, at 
least in 1924 when this envelope was post-
marked.  Everyone seems to think of Kelsey-
Hayes first, especially in the Packard community, 
because it’s an often-heard name.  But in both 

cases the answer is:  Motor Wheel.  Interesting that 
the company had sufficient presence that no further 
address was needed than “Lansing, Mich.”  Gee, 
postage costs 2 cents now; we’ve heard that they 
raise it to 3 cents soon, and that will really cost the 
company money. 
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LettersLettersLettersLetters  

The flower car in the 3Q issue is a 1942, and 

was photographed at S�nson Funeral Home, 

Detroit. 

Cary Livingston 

- - - 

Okay, 1942 makes sense to us when we look 

at the wheel covers.  The two years 1941 

and 1942 are pre)y much iden�cal from the 

side otherwise.  Thanks. 

Now for one that is definitely a 1941, and 

which blew us away, turn the page. 

Above is shown body no. 315, one of the many serviceable and convenient bodies manufactured by the 
Henney Buggy Branch of Moline Plow Co., Moline, Ill.  This is one of the new bodies manufactured by 
the concern at the request of dealers from all parts of the country for a heavier truck body than any of 
those manufactured heretofore by the concern for the Model T Ford chassis.  The line has been so 
standardized that one cab will fit all styles of Henney bodies.  The attractive appearance and sturdy con-
struction of the all-season cab top make it especially popular at this time of the year. 

Henney’s new advanced truck bodies for 1917 
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Okay, we’ll admit to not having the slightest idea 
where this came from, what history accompanies it, 
what it was used for, whose it is now, or the condi-
tion it’s in right this moment.  It just came in 
through a lunch companion’s email and he knew 
the Henney community would be impressed by the 
car.  We are, for sure. 

OverOverOverOver---- thethethethe ----Transom Depar tment  a  reee ly  long  1941Transom Depar tment  a  reee ly  long  1941Transom Depar tment  a  reee ly  long  1941Transom Depar tment  a  reee ly  long  1941  

We should share the story, for newcomers, about 
the fact that the Henney factory’s elevator wasn’t 
large enough to bring these things down from final 
on the top floor, as they did with other (more, um, 
compact) cars;  they brought down body only and as-
sembled these monsters in the front street. 



Was recently looking through 
Tom McPherson’s book Hen-
ney the Complete History 
and saw a name listed within 
the dealer listings from the 
1940s.  Something I’d actually 
been meaning to do research 
on for some time now.  It was 
for a one R. P. Gibbs listed as 
being a Henney Packard dealer 
located here in Lebanon, Tenn. 
So I decided finally to jump on 
this and see what I could find! 
Did a few quick simple Google 
searches, one being R. P. Gibbs 
Lebanon, TN Henney Packard. 
And lo and behold, I quickly 
had a solid hit!  The hit was a 
copy of a Packard-issued Gen-
eral Service Bulletin dated Sep-
tember 20, 1948 with a subject 
line of Henney Distributors 
List.  Within this listing on 
page 2 was information on Mr. 
R. P. Gibbs with the following 
information listed, R. P. Gibbs 
- 220 Cumberland Drive - Leb-
anon, Tennessee - Telephone: 
633- (Eastern Kentucky to the 
western boundary of the fol-
lowing counties: Daviess, 
Muhlenberg, McLean and 
Todd.) All of the State of Ten-
nessee with the exception of 
the fol lowing counties: 
Claiborne - Union - Knox - 
Sevier - Cocke - Jefferson - 
Grainger - Hamblen - Hancock 
- Hawkins - Sullivan - Wash-
ington - Unicoi - Carter - John-
son and Greene).  Now that I 
had an address I thought I’d 
set out to see if I could find it, 
and I did!  I found that the 
Gibbs home still stands today 
at 220 Cumberland Drive in 
Lebanon and ironically less 
than 200 yards from the site of 
the former Bland Casket Com-
pany and Dixie Coach Compa-

From Jeremy Ledford:   a  longFrom Jeremy Ledford:   a  longFrom Jeremy Ledford:   a  longFrom Jeremy Ledford:   a  long ----ago  Henney  dealerago  Henney  dealerago  Henney  dealerago  Henney  dealer  
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ny location sites!  Kinda makes 
me wonder though with the 
proximity if Mr. B. W. Bland, 
owner of the casket company, 
may have had a silent hand in 
the Gibbs Henney dealership/
agency?  At this time, Bland 
was a dealership/agency for 
The Meteor Motor Car Com-
pany.  Also I was able to find 
the final resting spot of Mr. R. 

P. Gibbs and his wife Johnie 
Fae Gibbs in the Cedar Grove 
Cemetery in Lebanon.  Mr. 
Reagan P. “Bob ” Gibbs, a 
World War II Veteran, was 
born August 10, 1904 in 
Grimes County, Texas and  
passed away on September 5, 
1975 in Nashville at the age of 
71.  His wife passed away in 
1993 at the age of 88.  Figured 

this information, along with 
photos of the Gibbs home, 
along with photos of the 
final resting spot of Mr. 
Gibbs, would be of some 
historical interest being he 
was for a time the dealer 
and agent for the Henney 
Coach Company in Tennes-
see and Kentucky.  



1927  Henney  catalog:   the  rest  o f  the  stor y  1927  Henney  catalog:   the  rest  o f  the  stor y  1927  Henney  catalog:   the  rest  o f  the  stor y  1927  Henney  catalog:   the  rest  o f  the  stor y      
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In our last issue we paused the feature-car program 
for a hard-to-find 1927 Henney catalog.  Reaction to 
this feature was overwhelming to put it mildly, with 
some asking about the rest of the catalog.  We did 
not have enough room in that issue for the whole 
catalog, so we concentrated on the pages showing 

finished products; those shown this time present the 
manufacturing process. 

The views presented in these factory photos truly 
give an impressive insight into the industrial opera-
tion that Henney created in Freeport. 

Henneycare:   vapor  lockHenneycare:   vapor  lockHenneycare:   vapor  lockHenneycare:   vapor  lock     

We know:  shoulda run this particular topic in the 
last issue, while the heat wave was upon us.  Hen-
neyway: 

Your editorial staff first noticed vapor lock in 1950, 
during a travel up Pike’s Peak.  The roadside, after a 
certain altitude, was littered with Ford products.  
Okay, not littered exactly, but Ford products were 
the only ones stopped along the road up with their 
hoods up.  What can this be, we asked.  Vapor lock, 
was the answer.  One of the leading automotive mag-
azines treated this same topic a few years later, advis-
ing owners of such products to pull over, have a 
snack, and leave the hood open “to let the cool 
mountain air at the engine.” 

Now vapor lock is gasoline boiling away inside the 
fuel pump.  These things can pump liquids readily, 
but not gases.  Old Henry obviously located the fuel 
pumps in those products where they got too hot.  
Pouring cold water over the pumps would help, as 
will squirting gasoline right into the carburetor—as if 
everyone carried a little squirt jar of gasoline, alt-
hough a recent issue of Old Cars did suggest that. 

We had a 1940s Packard in high school that would 
occasionally pull that stunt—Iowa summers can be 
quite hot.  This Clipper had the same engine as is in 
lots of the Henneys in this organization.  A tip from 
another magazine cured it, if you’re ready for it:  put 
a wet grapefruit rind on the fuel pump, let it dry; it 

will stick there permanently and banish vapor lock.  
Having nothing to lose, we tried it—and never had 
vapor lock again. 

If you cannot bring yourself to do something like 
that to your Henney:  first make sure the deflector 
between the fuel pump and the exhaust manifold has 
not gone missing.  Second, find something less 
makeshift than a grapefruit rind and stick that to the 
top of your fuel pump—a professional-looking layer 
of insulation maybe. 

And finally:  lose the clothespins and foil around the 
fuel line between the pump and the carburetor.  
Once the gasoline is pumping into that line, vapor 
lock isn’t an issue.  Vapor lock does not occur there; 
it occurs in the fuel pump. 
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See  this  hearse  today  in  your  Chevrolet  
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A recent issue of The Professional Car featured Chev-
rolet products, and at about the same time,  a cou-
ple of pages from the Chevrolet Dealers News of July 
1927 turned up.  The lead article was, “There is a 
Hearse Prospect in Your Territory,” and it admon-
ished Chevrolet dealers to go after these prospects 
with a stunning product:  the new Henney Chevro-
let. 

Now unfortunately the ravages of time and limita-
tions of the copiers used in the transfer render the 

story content illegible, but never fear:  on a facing 
page was an ad run by John W. Henney & Compa-
ny in that issue which uses the same car and IS legi-
ble.  Obviously Henney knew this story was in the 
works and someone in Freeport was astute enough 
to place the ad. 

We’d say, offhand, that even in 1927dollars, a new 
hearse for $1509 wasn’t a bad deal.  A Ford Model 
A town car was $1400, after all. 
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If you needed 
an ambulance 
in this part of 
North Caroli-
na in 1941, 
you had a 
choice:  Mitch-
ell's or Yelver-
ton’s.  Either 
establishment 
offered the 
finest in ambu-
lance transpor-
tation. 

Mitchell, own-
er of the white 
1941 at right, 
is still there, 
located next to 
Raleigh Me-
morial Park.  

Ye lve r ton ’ s 
two-tone job 
at left cuts a 
nice picture 
too.  Yelver-
ton, now 
T h o m a s -
Yelverton, is 
still there as 
well—as have 
been nearly 
all the dec-
ades-old fu-
neral homes 
we have visit-
ed through 
their Henney 
ownership. 

Raleigh  was  a  good  place  to  be  f rom in  1941Raleigh  was  a  good  place  to  be  f rom in  1941Raleigh  was  a  good  place  to  be  f rom in  1941Raleigh  was  a  good  place  to  be  f rom in  1941  
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Geoffrey Hacker found 
this ad, from the Freeport 
Journal Standard.  It is 
worth more than a 
glance because it shows a 
few things.   

To start with, Henney 
was opening a new car 
showroom to bolster the 
bottom line.  Secondly, 
this ad was dated 1949, 
which is VERY early to 
be selling imported cars.  
Thirdly, it presages Hen-
ney’s future relationship 
with Renault—the car 
from which Feldmann 
made the Henney Kilo-
watt over a decade later, 
after the professional-car 
business had failed, using 
a Dauphine with all its 
running gear stripped 
out. 

A 1949-ish Renault 4CV 
is shown below. 
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You want  one?   Henney’ s  got  themYou want  one?   Henney’ s  got  themYou want  one?   Henney’ s  got  themYou want  one?   Henney’ s  got  them    



An insight  into   Henney’ s  pos i t ion  in  the  1940sAn ins ight  into   Henney’ s  pos i t ion  in  the  1940sAn ins ight  into   Henney’ s  pos i t ion  in  the  1940sAn ins ight  into   Henney’ s  pos i t ion  in  the  1940s  
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Alice Horner is one of our most 
valuable correspondents.  An avid 
historian, she has been researching 
every aspect of Henney due to her 
father’s position with the company, 
and sometimes we are lucky 
enough to receive some of what 
she finds. 

Recently she came across some 
remarks Reid Horner made on 11 
July 1946 to a group in Freeport 
known as the High-Twelve Club.  
This luncheon presentation dealt 
with the challenges the company 
faced when World War II suddenly 
upended the automotive industry.   

Henney, like so many other firms, 
suddenly found itself making war 
materiel when its experience lay 

almost entirely in automobile man-
ufacturing and the traditional Hen-
ney products were not going to be 
made for the duration.  Henney 
became, in essence, a machine 
shop.  Packard helped, sending 
Henney some subcontracts, and 
the company found itself making 
trailers, bomb parts, and other un-
familiar products—not to mention, 
quickly training employees for 
skills they had not previously used. 

After the war ended, it was sud-
denly back to the automobile busi-
ness—but Packard’s commercial 
chassis, last used for the 1942 
models, was not in production be-
cause their product line had all 
gone to the Clipper design and 
Henney could not catch up until 
the 1948 models. 

“The company,” he told the High-
Twelvers, “is now producing the 
Packard limousine and has a large 
supply of orders.  For the building 
of this car, a new 750-ton hydraulic 
press has been installed to press 
out door and other panels.  Dies 
for these were made in the Henney 
plant. 

“Doors are pressed out with a sin-
gle die, although engineers had as-
sured us two or three operations 
would  be required.  Packard cars 
probably will be in steady produc-
tion by September, and hearses 
and ambulances in 1947.” 

Packard’s giving Henney the lim-
ousine contract was an example of 
mutual cooperation, because other-
wise Henney would not have had a 
product for close to two years. 



Stuf fStuf fStuf fStuf f  
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Seems like, every day, we see more 
new cars that are high-polish gray.  A 
look around the parking lot has pro-
duced up to 50% shiny gray cars sit-
ting around.  Times change; if you had 
painted your Henney gray a few years 
back, the next step would have to 
have been stenciling “U.S. NAVY” 
onto the doors. 

 

£   @   Ɣ   Ʃ   Ǿ   ╬  

 

Wasn’t all that long ago, drivers were 
told to go down the road with hands 
at 10 and 2 o’clock on the steering 
wheel.  Now, if you see someone do-
ing that, the feeling is it’s some coot 
with a death grip on the wheel;  air-
bags now can break your arms if you 
do that, so the advice has become, 8 
and 4 o’clock.  But the fuzz would still 
prefer drivers they stop to have hands 
at 10 and 2. 
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We don’t often discuss other makes of 
cars in this publication but this one is 
worth a chuckle.  The Ford Mustang 
was introduced on 17 April 1964 as a 
1965 model.  Some car folks insist on 
calling it a “1964½ model” when Ford 
didn’t; yes, they did some minor revi-
sions in the autumn for the rest of the 
1965 model year, but they were all 
1965s.  Trust us, we were there when 
the 1965 Mustang came out in April 
1964.  Comes now Hamilton Collec-
tion, which has invented a new mis-
taken terminology:  “1964.5.”  Sigh.   

Hang onto your Henney:  owners of 
2005-10 Dodge Magnums and Chrys-
ler 300s were recently told not to 
drive their cars pending an airbag fix.  
That directive was followed a few days 
later for certain 2004-14 Ford Fords, 
Lincolns, and Mercurys, then certain 
2003-2015 Mazdas.  The devices, they 
say, can cause serious injury with 
shrapnel.  Sheesh. 
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Observation: there was only one Hen-
ney at this year’s Packard National 
Meet - and, interestingly enough, the 
same car turned up shortly afterward 
at the Studebaker event.  But at the 
PCS International, the same low 
count:  one (1) (uno) (12) Henney.  
Mercy. 
 





Alls tate  Insurance wins  our 
“ridiculous commercial” contest once 
again.  One of their current ads shows 
their spokesidiot going down the 
street suspended in midair, holding a 
trailer hitch in one hand and the trailer 
connector in the other.  And lest you 
be tempted to do this, they warn:  DO 
NOT ATTEMPT. 
 





We continue to solicit contributions 
for our feature-car segment.  If you 
have a Henney you’d be interested in 
our featuring, get ahold of the editori-
al office; we’ll tell you what we need. 

We are awash in commercials telling 
everyone to sign up for vehicle cover-
age if the car has fewer than 200,000 
miles and is out of warranty.  No age 
is specified in most of them, though 
some are now talking about a 20-year 
limit.   We are waiting for someone to 
sign up a Henney in this program.  Let 
us know what happens if Henney of 
you do. 
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We are so proud of General Motors!  
For years they (and other car compa-
nies) have been advertising their en-
gines’ torque in foot-pounds.  Now a 
foot-pound is a unit of work, not 
torque.  That would be, pound-foot.  
The new GM commercials are now all 
citing their torque in pounds-feet.  And 
to think it took only two letters to 
their advertising department. 
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Under the heading of outrageous:  a 
collector we know in California re-
cently drew a ticket from the state 
fuzz for having an illegible license 
plate on the back.  That would be, the 
plate issued by the state’s licensing 
authority, manufactured for them in 
such poor quality that the California 
sun has caused it to fade.  The owner 
is appealing the fine (!), but there have 
been many bureaucratic roadblocks 
and delays in getting a replacement 
plate.  At this writing the owner has 
resorted to a sign in the windshield for 
the heat, saying, please don’t ticket 
this car, we are trying to get a new 
plate. 
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