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Last summer’®s Henney turnout: a
little on the light side

We look back at last year’s summer show
season by noting something rather unu-
sual: low turnout of Henney vehicles at
major nationals. Last year saw one Hen-
ney at the PCS International, and this
year was the same: one Henney.

The Packard National saw one Hen-
ney—and it came out to Wisconsin all
the way from California (our faithful
readers have seen it before, in the 3Q
2019 issue: a 1946 Clipper 7-passenger
belonging to Doug Moore. We should
pause at this point in the narrative to of-
fer apologies for having misidentified the
owner as his son, Clint, in that issue.)

Interestingly enough, the same car
turned up at the Studebaker Drivers
Club’s International Meet in Dubuque,
Towa two weeks later. Seems the Cali-
fornians (and their cohorts in Nevada)
have a slew of Studebaker parts for
sale.

Henneyway, the point here is: we hope
to see lots of Henneys at the upcoming
PCS International in Albany. As an
incentive, we will point out that The
Packard Club every year donates a nice
trophy for the highest-scoring judged
Packard at this event, and nearly all
such cars will be Henneys, of course.

On the cover:

a Henney in ACTION?

The trading post 12-
13

Henneymoney 14

Betty Cole 15

This 1948-49 (22nd Series)
Henney ambulance is re-

sponding  to
though we don’t know what;
everyone is looking down the

something,

street at something.

The photo comes to us by
way of faithful contributor
Rich Litton, and there's a
hand-printed notation at the
bottom of the print: Market
St. SE. That isn’t much help.
The best guess we can come
up with is San Francisco.

As an aside, the city banned
ALL CARS from the eastern
portion of that street a few
years back and lots of folks
have concluded that idea killed
an iconic street.

The pandemic didn’t help, and
a  $600-million project was
drastically scaled back in 2020
and sits largely unused today.
The cars are gone, all right; but
so are all the people.
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We came to this decision last year,
and posted it in the 2024 Number 1
issue: renewals have been changed

much a reasoned approach as one .
emerging from the time spent on
calling for and processing renewals.

NO renewals due this vear

Eventually we decided, hey, let’s just
do this every OTHER year and woila,
the workload is halved.

Not 80 The dues remain the same: zilch, na-

That’s because we do not send
printed copies of the newsletter to
Henneyone except O/d Cars.

www.theprofessionalcarsociety.org
www.professionalcarsociety.org

DPostcard of the auarter

WHITTEN
DIAL
2-4521

From the Whitten Funeral Home in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, their new 1952 Henney. And like so many oth-
ers in this field, Whitten is still there, operating today
as Whitten Timberlake.

Our readership will note immediately that this is a
drawing—missing excrescences like door handles—

SZ 277~

but the car is set up with a spotlight, siren, rear-door
etched glass, and tunnel lights.

The card has a phone number and a suggestion:
“Keep Me Near Your Phone” in case of emergency.
That strikes us as an extremely practical idea, benefi-
cial to both the recipient and, of course, to Whitten.
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A little deja vua here

T F

We love it when a
story comes together.
The car seen at right
was featured in 2016
Number 1. It has
been refurbed and
turned up at auc-
tion—ending up in
Germany of all plac-
es, and you will ob-
serve that its status
has improved since
auction time.

If this is indeed the
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same car, someone has
removed the Class A
turn signals on the
front fenders.

Cary Livingston found
this car on—we never
woulda guessed this
group  exists—the
SMT Facebook Group
site.

To complete the
presentation, we’re
running a  Smoky
Mountain Tours ad
that Mr.

also kindly sent over.

Livingston

Long-time readers of
this quarterly are fa-
miliar with how much
we here in the editorial
office groove on the
Smoky Mountain Hen-
neys. We are there-
fore ultra glad that
some of them have
been saved—though
some current owners
aren’t sure what to call
them.
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The AACA°s professional-car feature

We mentioned the AACA’s featuring funeral cars in
our last issue. We thought that this was a landmark
feature of sufficient importance to ask AACA for
permission to reprint it in this rag, being as how,
some of our members are not AACA members
(indeed, a couple folks have inquired whether we
could send the story, or a link to it, over since our
4Q)24 issue came out).

So we made an official request to AACA’s publica-
tions department—one West Peterson, with whom
we have done business before and found him to be
a really nice chap. We now have official permission
to run the story, and you’ll find it on the following

—>

six pages.
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2' N De ®
| d e ‘ a e Funeral Cars in America
by Matiew Haockear, ARCA Librarian

JEt Cimmiigham Im the July A ugust issue, Al Croldlman defved inin
hinras-ci s ihe history: of vehicles markeied b physicians, il
wraped Rmar vl Bippreniad o ot wani 8o be canpi dead in

5 ocior’s car? For those looking io make an emtmeos
sl their fimal destemation, hitchieg d ride in the fsendly
I|q_'|l__l|'||_l-|_|||||||_uJ earsi 18 s wov 1o o Ausemobdes m
ithe fumeral industre hove remmined & mamstay o ibe
protession bor maore than o cemluary, aml S contrary o
thew pramary o the lisgory of the Taneml oar’s
devebopment is both rich smd Tivedy

It waulil be impessible 10 =l & sery aboen faneral
ears without delving mia the conturies ol Weslem
crailitioe ol thid Haneral procession. bn Fsc, b woml
Ineral sselfis rooled in cthe Labn fnevaily, which
ezt ' lorchight processiom.” "With Usose earles
PECOESRION &, VEANEOOR af the oy 1o s prave wies
dome an foot and carmied van o sircicherslike vessel
kmwran as o hier d meanmy o caery or beac bence the
terrn “piollsser™h. Lnee coffine amived on ihe somne,
extrn weight necessiinted he midition of wheels i
baers, While mitvmcibiles bargely elmenubed the need
i |'|||.\,~q,'-|;~|i||||'~| i rlhlll the "Iil_—. ||||:-| ||'II'|i|iI'|;|| in

izse it the present«day as a menns ol imosposting
the deceased betwedn the dillerdan poaids wellig the
[unernl service, melwbmg @ amd from beames, Betder

) anmoLE AUTOMOBLE » Soeeess / Dooms 2004
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ko s caskel- dhd chunch-trocks today,
mibern (uneral cord wene desioned with
special eompartments for biers, which in
turn festered demond for easy-to-transport

corl lapsible miodeals

Another game-chonger in the indstry came
- the form of horse-drawn funeral coachies,
which, for o bong time, were largely relepated
to wealthy members of society. The carlies
depiction of 8 funersl coach was the {462
painting “Funeral Comege of Bichard 11
depecting dhe late English king's funeral

procession i the yeor 1400, Demand from the
afffuent for elegant funermry transport weould be
reflected within the growth of the coachbuilding

A oRg

nclustsy, which would bring together artisans
from diverse professions with an eve for omiate
functionality. Intricate carvings and large glass
puneds for viewing would proliferaie. Masiered
in Europe, the eraft would skip dcrods “the
potid” to Colonial Amenca

By the 1800 mechimized transporn In the form
of tralng and, evenmally, mtercity sireetcars
wonld also be called Into funerary service.
With the introduc
The late 9th o
time before funeml dirseton wene dving o ger

n of the nutomobile in

ey, it was only a matter of

their hands on & car for improving Mesimess
Urne of the sarhiest references 1o gutomaobiles
In use as hearses appenred 1o pring in (900, In
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1926 Sudebakar
Superior Coach
tunaral coach

Serremeer /. DCT00ER. PO & ANTICIUE ALTOMORI E- 31
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BT IIRET A% P Ikl IRl

AAUA LIBRARY & RESEARCH UENTER

e Ampmess BUCHE e, Mareetey
Age reponed, “Ciliver H. Bair,
u Plsilsdlabpleia anderakern, has
an autamihile fnal wagon m
siccesaiin e, and mlenids i
iikd five more™ The body wis
briklt im Philadebphin by Tubom &
Walker Wagon O & few months
Imicn; Hon woes higelilig el s um
ennerprising imifermker™ im il Fisenmbaer
26, 1000 [ o Peimroes fnk, w jearmal
pabiichec] Tir advertioed, Aslcle aubor John
H. Minberg asserted, The = 2len the et and
il ideriithoer ta Bayve en auonobile e,
The busingss érmbirmicd spermibiens dp 1o i
prcscid as Cliver |1 Dair Co.. o estament 4o
il fonmnde s forwand thinking.

e af thir el phanographed eemmples wos
un “Undenukers Car owned and oparmed by
Siopnens & Bedn b Freasd, Califomio, & 190
Hamhler Mol | bvunng. Slephens Ao baan
developed Body plods and mabed a reguest (0
Mamhlicr, bul ke comginiy Wic divdfle 1o el
thi erder. Undsterred. the body was baili by

o bal cigerprisd Lo Uresao. wiith the left side
thesignl dnr Buehl ibes coskel il Dhe gl wnle
] sl dswen ko seis Gon s nml
T, kfmanwhile the vehlcle combd be
pefvered back ineo sundard ranspormrion

i an bR s 00 ek Slephine i Beai
were gestnbic obout i pars sttiemwney o
recentich dimishg cudlomers e July 4, '8

14 ANTIQUIE ALTOMOBILE + Sormuncn/ Uoroooy ahdd

=i il flsevetiovn Age repnnied] Cihins insimen
ane af 0 milles made 5% hoary and

s llier o S0 iaibed, o which & corpud Wi
pamvessl, mokres haurs,

While cars would nol caitrighi replice hsme-
irawn funeral transpen right oway. botber

1 iz, nnprrveinells m \]l.'|.:|1.'|||.|.||.l||.il,_'r &ind
mppanesing, sl omee samnmoel g
sl prmse b weay o b prese ool
url praguetion. Copchiboibders anpwered the
eall, witie many Taneral direcrors ebseting 1o
have Werr bired carrige-Hesira irinclarred

i0 o malar yehsele chassis, & proctios thal
canimuecd s lade os the 19Mh, The e

15 wmald bie o henchmark year wowand
uulur.|.l|r.'.:1| .i'lll.l|l“l'.lll. wiile |'.'I.|.|||:|||:||,||'|.:||I'|
miinenlicangg o nmiaim amlnlance & a dual
puarpwese sathurlen foe b b aneselseal irmesgum
and fhinerel FII':':['I:'FII.I:II'IL. o mmidiglan tha
wanld persin n e decades dinn fodlowed us
|e Temminnation e In Juse ol tial e,
lang eslahlished coachbailder Urane & Hree|
wediield be the e e pableely aller producticg
micale | pntomotive hearss hodics

T il vmluimma ool esmninp e wome bl dig, the
nrdma i e aellam devsernies] weilh
hI|',|I|I|. areme curings, Ane ||F|h|1lu|lr'_._ nnid
soanatlmes even sained gluss. Legions of
eeaihbwlcare. woulid gan the roelar ] buipaks
Fumernl cor mamdoetirers, trom Eiseka and
Fladbli b Sayci= & Seoyille and Miller &
Mleteor whio woald eventunlly mengs in
19556 under the umbireda of Wasne Worka

il ol These wennpsnes wee prinsl of
thine hirrvigne sl e el oo
ineir wdwemising fir example, pheungrphe
iy Bfllher-Reneor's LTS cuvnlog juvinposed
bmgury { hored-deanii Tuiibgral coddie aind
idtieers i penad (dréss, [ooking ta the Tt
iiliiaiaide he lelea heamsea

While armste carvings srw o resurgense in
il 1530, ilee was o push ewand ni|i||rl|:|li|.
wlepmmee by dlus 1930wl il s pecssial
I ke preene Pweerirs waerne nbane sashibe
sweeping bady yling. and windows were
aalfined wilk drapee and dhadee, Florislze
|eki arrmaumenial tnuk weraslhe o ayvpiishle
A, aid rear mianbed fixed lania iroes
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(asuaily attached upside down), introduced

by Eunekic us crogmentation in 1931, lave

sirvived nearly o century of evolution in

coachbuilt design, Luxurious interiors would

remarn available o fimeral homes that desined

an extra specuil touch. In 1978, Miller-Meteos

descrbed its inferiors as o “Renaissanes

of grandeir in funcral coach design [with]
luxurions upholsteres reflecifing] the

imflignce of Gothic architeciure,”

A qquest o reduce the stress on bodies of

the living would also lead to engincering
innesations in funeral cars, Eorekn conceived
another gnme-changer i 1926 with iz “Side-
Way Burial Coach.” which featured large
doers on the left and right sides and 2 Swing-
olit table 10 order to make for easier and less-
SIRCINA0LS r:l:akr:i-!u:tding Oriher coachbuilders
ndopbed and expanded upon the concept. often
with quirky numes reflegting this feamre. Iy
the 19305, Henney introduced its Mu-3-Way
models, which allowed Tor boading into hoth
sides and the renr. In the 1960s. Flxible of
Loudonville, Ohio, offered o resr door that
could be opened from the lelt or ride sides,
offering “greater *Flxibility' for all loading
conditions.” Ford unleashed an evest more
versatile innovation in its 1966 station Wik
models with the Magic Doorgite, owing its
mame 1 the rear door beimg able to swing au
sifeways or downwird like a pickup wilgate
Uihes mapor American manufacturers would
fiodbow suit, and Amblewagon profiessional curs

AACA oG

qipped with this dosr referred o it as the
“dual-action tnilpote.”

1835 Ford with 8., Miller
refrofitied horse-drpsm
Tunersl car body.

When coachbuilders selected cars fir
LONVErHS, marques coiveving a sense of
prestige like Packird (prior to the company s
demize), Cadillac, and Lincoln becamies
mainstays in the mdustry. For businesses with
smafler budgets and'or those seeking o add
firsi-call and conversion viehicles 1o their fests,
particulardy m (he decades following the end of
World War IL, they could choose from funemnl
ears on chissis from Chevroler, Mercury,
Oldsmobile, snd even Defoto. Pickup tricks,
slation wagons, and minfvans would alse join

the: ranks. 1948 Packard Henney

comiination s

HiMMIF-PACRARD

COMBIMATION CAR

Sermemeen / OCroBer 2024« ANTIOUE AUTOMOBILE 33
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ety 175 vears o5 dervon wiihin the
profeesion. 1 e syl Llie B ||'-:|r|| e
aet nerml ears or ether professhnm
velieles Hke ambulaices aol Hmnnsmes
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R M A AL O LT L LT T SR
processions 1o the cemetery, There are actually
ather types of vehicles used by the profession
for ather purposes, within the procession iiself
vr befrind the scenes, Heere is an overview of the
different types.

First-Call Vehicles

As the name would imply, first-call vehicles are
trudlitiomally issed 1o make the initinl conveyance
of the decensed 1o the fineral home, In the early
19k many & funeral car acted as o frst-call
vehicle beginse they were haaned from miost
Amierican cemeteries due fo nose wnd the smell
af burning gas. Today, there are still purpose-
built frst-call vehicles, but Tuneml hores ilse
tzse older hearses in thelr fieet t serve the soime
flaiction, saving moncy in the process.

Combination Cars
Combination cars are multipurpose vehicles,
able to serve ps ambulances und fafen) Cars.

eemetenies was traditionally handled by hearses
equipped with containers and open touring cars
and phaetons. Once these body stvles wene
phased out, professional cor mamafaciurers
began huilding special vehicles to carry on the
tradition with models that could be fislaken for
clegant-looking pickup trucks. For 1937, Hetiney
ntrodfused o flower car on a Packard thassis
and Eureka produced 1 LoSalle example. n the
decades that followed. Cadillae would become
synonyimos with the vehicle, Far from 2 one-

ANCA cRE

as Hrst-call viehicles o in funerl processions,
While not s commen todiny, they sre sill

1676 Cadillae
produced by coachbutlders ke Platinam with Miller-Matnor
its Cadillac Corege. combination,

Licrsatiic Ay
COMPINAtIoN coaches

Any Miller-Meteor can be ordered as n combination coach.
Change over from funeral coach to ambulance takes

just minutes, a few simple steps and no tools.

Funeral service: Remove warning light from roof, Turn
Cenvert-a-Floor panels so casket rollers are exposed. If the
combination coach is a limousine, place exterior landau
pangls in position.

Ambulance service: Instail warning light on roof. Flip over
the three Convert-a-Floor panels to conceal rollers,

Unfold jump seats from stepwell. Remove landau panels,
Ambulance identification grills (optional, extra)
may be placed in windows,

Nate: Top of upholstered portion ol partition is higher in
combination coaches to provide greater storage space for
emergency supplies. Air conditioning is standard for the front
compartment; optional, extra, for the rear.

oermEmpel f Ootones 2N74  « ANTIMIE simrinai e 2R
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The Henney Trading DPost—bargains galore

I'm trying to reproduce a coach light for the Pack-
ard. The only information I can find about the light
are just from pictures. Did Henney provide any
other information about the light other than just
pictures? Apparently, Henney only made them for
one year. So I’'m not sure if that was 1948, 1949, or
1950. JEFF MANDZIUK <mandzi5@aol.com>,
cell number 586-808-3838.

We’re printing his pics in case someone can help.
This variable lighted sign was used, not only to
shout FUNERAL, but in at least one specialty case:
the television car we’ve discussed here before. Can
Henneyone help? And while we have Mr. Mandzi-
uk on the line, he also has some items for sale;
parts are located in Warren, Michigan.

Passenger side fender with wheel cover for a 1940
Henney. Wheel well is rusted out. $200 or best of-
fer plus shipping; early 1930s Henney wheels $400
or best offer, plus shipping.

|

I' ll
I

“ ..} I
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Trading Dost continued

1 Ui ¥ "*I. 5 ."I T ‘-.. [} -'.

Offering my 1947 A vy sty )
Packard Custom j!, rr A ,,:r : i '."‘_“*-“._-L ,_-’"_‘,.‘i fhe il
Super  Clipper . '5_-. o 4, iR e
(2151-3047). 148- v :
inch wheelbase, 3-
speed with over-
drive, factory de-
livered 2/15/47.
I purchased this
car  September,
2010.

$25,000

Also offering my
1948  Packard
Deluxe  Eight
Formal  Sedan.
120-inch  wheel-
base, 3-speed with
overdrive. 1 pur-
chased this car
December, 20006.

$25,000

I have used these
cars for weddings,
birthdays, proms
and other special
events for many
years. Very relia-
ble.  Buy them
both and TI’ll toss
in my 1949 Pack-
ard Sedan parts
car!

All three are lo-
cated in Marietta,
Ohio.  Delivery
available.

Bill Peoples
740-525-1112
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Hennevymoney
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $697.77
RECEIPTS
Contributions $ 50.00
TOTAL INCOME FOR 2024 $ 50.00
EXPENSES
Postage $ 11.34
Printing 68.97
TOTAL EXPENSES FOR 2024 $ 80.31
NET INCOME FOR 2024 -$ 30.31

BALANCE CARRIED TO 2025 $ 667.46
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A recent study has shown that
hobbies “stave off cognitive de-
cline.” That should be all the rea-
son the Henney collector needs to
hear to continue membership in
The Professional Car Society and
to continue ownership of a Hen-
ney or three.

§# & M ¥

Approximately 67 million cars with
Takata air bags have been recalled
because the things can explode. So
if your Henney has these...no,
wait...

f@Y<z Qo+

We were grumbling recently about
these new words the undergradu-
ates are coming up with, shorten-
ings of real words, like fam, nabe,
merch, etc. Then it occurred to us
that automobile people have been
doing this for a century, with terms
like gas, dash, carb, limo, trans,
diff, Merc, Olds.
amounts to a full circle; Olds, a

For some it

shortening of Oldsmobile, was de-
rived from Olds in the first place,
and most folks probably never
heard of Ransom Olds. And dash-
of the
floorboard designed to protect the

boards were extensions

driver from horses kicking up road
dirt,
junk. Nearly all roads were cov-
ered with dash, early in the 20th
Century.

dash—stones, droppings,

Stuff

In several European countries,
they set fines for speeding accord-
ing to how much the government
thinks the driver/owner is worth.
Weve seen fines up to nearly
$100,000 for doing 15 mi/ht over
the posted limit (both figures recal-
culated to U.S. units). Be careful
out there...

@ DA X PN

Years of worldwide travel have
revealed that there is one expres-
sion found in every language on
the globe. That is: “okay.” But,
this being a Henney publication,

>

that opens the conversation to an-
other word that is almost universal,
based on news reports: ambu-
lance, or at least a very close ver-
sion of it. Even in countries that
do not use the Latin alphabet,
they'll put that one on the vehicle.

i S S S ]

There’s 2 new model out now: the
Nissan Kicks. That accuses one to
wonder: is there a Nissan dealer
someplace in the U.S. on a high-
way with the number 662 U.S. 66
is long gone, but maybe a state
That way the dealer
could advertise, “Get your Kicks

on Route 66.” Just a thought.

highway?

PAGE |15

A couple of years ago, an ambu-
lance struck and injured a cyclist in
Oregon by making a right turn into
him. The crew picked him up and
drove him to the hospital. All's
But then the ambu-
lance company sent the chap a bill
tor just over §1800 for the transport!

well, right?

What’s worse, the injured cyclist is
also being billed for about $50,000
in medical expenses and expects
about $50,000 more. So he is su-
ing for $997,000. Wouldn’t have
happened with a Henney ambu-
lance crew, we’re pretty sure.

S ®® LN p

We've never understood why, for
some folks, having a light bulb go
OFF and having one go ON mean
the same thing.

The Chapter, and the association,
recently lost one of its most valu-
able members: Betty Cole. Long
a fixture of Micro-Meets and oth-
er PCS events, Betty was part of a
PCS asset, the Cole family, which
and Dale.
Dale, you may recall, handled the

included Donna

Henney roster for years. We
don’t need to go into detail here
because her farewell was in the
most recent issue of The Profession-
al Car, but we could not let it go
by unmentioned. Farewell, dear
friend.
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22nd SERIES HENNEY AMBULANCE ON THE JOB



