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Fall TSC Meeting /Elections*
SUNDAYOctober 27, 20241:00 pm
Held at Wayne & Eileh OK 2 Sy SO{ S NI
821 Bullcreek Road Butler PA 16002ell phone day of meeting 72822-6647
Please let Eileen knoW24-283-68300r athorsehearse@zoominternet.net
if you are attending & what you are bringing food wise to share
Remember to bring your own beveragécoffee will be avaable)
Dress according to the weathdue to meeting held in garage.

* Anyone wanting to run for a position or nominate someone, please let Eileen know as soon as
possible so | can check with the nominated person to make sure the person is willingfto
the position and to make out the ballots*If you are in an elected officer and do not want to

hold this elected positiomanymoreplease let me know
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Hi TriState Members.

The leaves are beginning to turn, there are fall festiv
all around the area, and it reminds us that car show
season is quickly drawing to a close for 2024. Towar
the latter part of the summer, my schedule has been | y ‘

adzOK GKIF{d LQ@S a8npythevaribuS lodalzhomsShat ha/elzu -y
0SSy 2FFSNBRZ YR LQYJS NBIrHfte KFER |y Sy
have been able to do the same in your area.

L dzadzZ- ffé& GNB G2 6SINIYe t/{ AKANI @6KSY
anyone § asking about my hearse, | can also convey to them about the PCS and
their position in the collector car hobby.

5dzS (2 @I NA2dza NBlFaz2yasz 2dzNJ / KI LIJGSNI KI &
years past, but we do have our Fall gathering schedulechioend of this month,

YR 2y 0OS |3FLAYyS 6SQff o65Q¥F OP214yAEAKSE2 D
seeing everyone, and hearing all about your activities throughout the summer.
Hopefully, if anyone has picked up a new4@d¢ NE @& 2 dzQf f ote 6 S |
meeting for all to see and enjoy.

See you therm Phil

2025 TriState Calendar information
Hello members,

The 2025 calendars are available for $15 for members.olf gre able to attend the fall
meeting SundayOctober 27", Brian arranged with Phil, for Phil to bring these calendars with
him so we can purchase them right at the meeting and save on the postage. So, if you are
interested and will be attending the meeéng let me knowg Eileen 724283-6830 so Phil can
bring the right number of calendars.

Unfortunately, like everything else postage has gone up. In addition, the calendars are a bit
thicker this new year for the increase in postage aRadority mail $ $9.60. Not sure on price
of regular flat rate postage at this time.  Check with Briaopcscalendar@gmail.com
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The following stories written & submitted by Ray Wotkowskih his permissionfor meto
includethem inthis issue of, The Livery. They were also published in theRatkard
Panoramaa monthly newsletter, foAugust & September 2024 issues.

A Wisconsin Taxi Ride
in a "47 Clipper

My brother Bob and | drove the air conditioned
modern car to Wisconsin and we were going through
vintage Packard driving/riding withdrawal. The
doctor’s advice, "Bum a ride, walk around like you
are lost, look at the owner with puppy eyes, and do
anything short of stealing the keys, but get a ride.” A
caravan of Packards was going to the Harley
Davidson Museum and we were getting desperate.
After scanning the field, several potential cars were
possibilities. My brother and | looked at each other
like two crows in a corn field, planning to close in on
a generous owner. There was one car that stood out
from our earlier parking lot walk through. It was not
the most luxurious car but it was the most unique
one; A 1947 Packard Clipper Taxi. Roger Lamm
(owner of the taxi) coincidentally was selling parts
directly next to the Stoltzfus tables and he was quite
a character. He and his wife Linda graciously offered
to add two (non-paying) passengers for the tour.

I always thought that the Packard taxis were
regular cars painted in special colors to attract riders
and the thought of a Packard stooping so low as to
banging around the big city elements was
demeaning to the brand. Boy was | mistaken! The
Packard taxis were produced from 1941-1950 and
the New York market requirements were voluminous
(1 like that word) and strictly enforced. The detailed
upgrades included almost every system to build a
durable taxi. Buying regular parts was a challenge as
parts from several models were utilized. Roger’s car
has been featured in several magazines and | will
keep the focus of this article on the driving and riding
experience.

So let the ride begin... The rear window opened
from a top hinge for ventilation. The wind flow with
the front windows open, at slow speeds felt good,
but any speed above 30 MPH was similar to riding in
the back seat of a convertible. We asked to have the
front windows raised as my brother and | both can't
hear and he does not like to mess up his hair. Roger

raised the trip meter and the six cylinder,
three on the tree cab was keeping up with the
caravan. The stiff suspension transferred each
road imperfection as we navigated the back
streets. All was going well, Roger was shifting
smoothly and we arrived at the Museum. The
cars were parked on the plaza which made a
special addition for those who were visiting
that day. Only on our return trip did the ride
become more adventurous. The directions
were not real clear so we used our own GPS
on the four lane highway route back to the
hotel. Lindais a very good co-pilot and Roger
turned into a gear slamming taxi driver. My
eyes were focused forward as the ‘47 Clipper
was changing lanes at modern car speeds.
Now the taxi did not have a rear view mirror
on the passenger side, requiring Roger to
actually turn his body to the right to look
through the rear window for a safe change of
lane. My eyes were still forward as somebody
had to look where we were headed.
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| refrained from making
any comment as we did not
hit anybody, run anybody
off the road and | certainly
did not want to distract our
driver. Things kind of
settled down as the traffic
calmed until we missed the
exit. Linda commented
that it was the next exit
then | pointed out our
hotel on the right. Not a
problem as we exited in the
opposite direction, did a u-
turn and were on the
correct road. | then
realized that Linda did that
on purpose so that the
meter would keep running
up our fare. We really
didn’t have much concern
until we were entering into
the parking lot and Roger
told us he fell the day
before and his right leg and
right arm were not 100%.
My brother and | again
looked at each other
laughing at our judgement
and the potential risk for
which we exposed

ourselves.
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Wow, years ago when you bought a new vehicle, some gave you luggage or as Chester Zygowski,
mentioned in a previous issue that some Pontiacs came with a tool kit. Today if you are lucky, you might o
3SG GKS aLJ NB GANB Isfate tirdldR @thedeitr gifts.o How tifr@dNdBve ghdmgdd. a A 1 S

Pack Your Bag s, We
are Going on a Trip!

RO . - SOOI SOSSS) SBURUOE. .3 4

By Ray Wotkowski

Suitcases, a name that really
doesn't fit the contents but everybody
knows what they are. Definition: A case
with a handle and hinged lid for
carrying clothes and other items.
Rarely is a suit part of the contents of a
suitcase. A clothes case sounds weird
although a make-up case and hat case
better describe their function. Phrases
surfaced as transportation options
grew. “Pack your bags” "l sent him
packing” are two examples and the
subliminal message attached to a gift
of a suitcase is interesting. Being the
youngest of 5 children | was
entertained by watching my older
siblings blaze the trail of growing up. |
may be guilty of picking on my brother
Bob because | am. When Bob
graduated high school my parents
bought him a large red suitcase. Now
understand that he was going to
college in the Fall and this was
something he could use. Thinking back
to the home environment of 4 piranha-
like brothers and sisters that would
never pass an opportunity to gang up
on an opportunity to make fun of each
other, the honorable purpose of a
suitcase gift flew out of the window.
We all agreed that my parents were finally getting rid of one of us and were ok with Bobby hitting the
road. We never had an official vote yet the consensus was clear. Three of us shared a bedroom, now
only two and | get a chance to have a bigger bed. Yes! The suitcase story still causes Bobby’s face to
turn red and will forever live on. (a similar situation happened when my mother left Deanna at the
A&P. She unloaded 5 bags of groceries and 4 kids from the taxicab. We thought an extra bag of food




was an excellent exchange for Deanna. | learned
to pay close attention to departure plans as my
siblings, deservingly so, were as anxious to get
rid of me.)

OK, back to cars and luggage. The
automobile, when compared to the trains and
planes, obviously added a more flexible
opportunity to travel to all parts of the country.
Before motels were plentiful, most of us visited
family members and friends, or went camping,
as a form of vacationing. Car dealers offered
luggage as a marketing strategy, many times
coordinating the color with the car. | will not .
take credit for introducing matching luggage to
showing our antique cars, however the green
Samsonite set | fit into the trunk of the '55
Clipper proved to be a popular photo and
opening the trunk so many times was
somewhere between a factory quality test of
endurance and a unique workout option. While
attending a show in Rockville Maryland I noticed
a green '55 Cadillac with a sea of green suitcases
in the trunk. | asked the elderly gentleman to
walk over to my trunk, stating that we have good
taste. It was then that he shared that the dealer
sold him the luggage when he purchased the car.
Humm....time period luggage helps tell the story.

Bill Beck started with his wife's makeup case
and with a little help from his friends grew into a
more complete set. Rob Shingle and Jim Keener
saw my car at the Reading National Meet and
informed me that a hat case would make my set
more complete. They actually had an extra hat
case and we arranged a purchase. Stella Blond
sent a photo of her luggage, my brother Bob has
luggage in three of his cars and | stuffed luggage
into my Silver Hawk. A full set of luggage may
have five or more pieces with the hat case being
the most difficult to find. | have attended shows
where more time was spent polishing suitcases
than my car.

In closing, continue to have fun showing your
cars, keep adding to the stories and be cautious
when gifting or receiving a gift of a suitcase. The
real message might be shocking.

Are you one of the lucky onesho gota setof luggage or still have a setWewould like to know.




A few years ago | learned of a section of the turnpike that was eliminated when two tunnels were
bypassed. (Reason for reducing tunnels: The cost of adding a second tunnel lane vs. a bypass) My
friend Bart described a hillside (Ray’s Hill) on route 30 where part of the turnpike is visible and that |
could ride a bike on the road and through the tunnels. It was a warm Fall day when | decided to explore

the road and tunnels. The leaves were mostly down and | set out
with my fold-up 7 speed bike. The bike is not a mountain bike
which is more suitable for smooth surfaces. In my initial turnpike
history article | mentioned that riding the 13 mile stretch alone
was not one of my "brighter” decisions.

I will pause here to share a mountain bike ride in Traverse City
MI. Ross Miller brought his mountain bike and planned to ride
some of the many trails that were available. | thought we were
going to ride the many smooth, flat trails that run through the
campgrounds. Oh NO! We parked on a side of a hill and began
mountain biking. As you can see from the picture, | looked quite silly
riding a non-mountain bike, which caught the eye of the other fully
equipped riders who were on the trail. To Ross' surprise, | kept up with
him, and the bike and rider survived. | guess this was an abnormal
normality for Ross. If you know Ross you will understand.

Bart continued to describe the tunnels, access to them and set the stage for the experience. A
flashlight was crucial as there are no lights in the tunnels. | jokingly asked if | should bring my .380 Sig
Sauer and believe me, | wish | did. So with a small flashlight, cell phone, a light windbreaker and limited
knowledge of access the trip was on. A computer search indicated that a Breezewood western side and
a Pump Station Road eastern side were the two ending/starting points. Because there are no signs on
either side of the turnpike my Columbo, Eddie Murphy detective skills were in full mode. The plan was
to start east and head west. Finding Pump Station Road was easy as there was a sign on route 30, |
turned left and was looking for any evidence of a parking area, sign or a hillside where an access bridge
was removed. Finally a fenced in, no access sign was on the right, with baseball size “goonie” stones
keeping the hillside in place. Another road on the left had a no access sign but it had to be the correct
road. Like many of us, the assumption was that the sign was only meant for others, not me. When
approaching the top of the road | was excited to find the turnpike. There was no parking area and | now
had to find a place to safely park my (still making payments on) SUV Lexus. A large area was off to the
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left where one of the rest areas and assuming a Howard Johnson once occupied the space. After riding
for a while the entrance to the Sidling Hill Tunnel was in view. | usually pause before entering a
questionable situation, you know, should | really do this? How dumb is attempting this alone, at 3:30 in
the afternoon? The .380 would now appear to be a Great idea! Ahh, Let’s get it on.

The road surface was surprisingly smooth and with the exception of graffiti, the tunnel appeared to

be well preserved. A small detail in planning was overlooked, like how long is each tunnel? Sidling Hill is
~over a mile long (6782 ft) the longest of the original tunnels. (5280ft=1mile). “Seeing the light at the end
of the tunnel” had such a different meaning as light was only getting dimmer behind me. The turnpike
surface appeared to be slightly arched and there were times when no light was visible from either
direction. Now | prayed that the
cheap flashlight would continue
to shine the 5 foot beam ahead
and periodically glanced for any
sign of light. | now felt like I just
jumped off of a diving board and
am in the air... no place to go, no
choices, just “cowboy up”. Finally,
like the end of a total eclipse, the
light was getting brighter and |
reached the other end.
Awesome! | survived and have a
good story to tell...Oh Crap! |
then realized that My Car is on
the other side of the mountain
and | must do it again. Should |
turn around? Or continue toward
the Ray’s Hill Tunnel? Daylight could be anissue. Ahh, Let’s get it on. The road surface has some
rougher sections and actually some areas were not bad, however mother nature has been reclaiming
the road since the 1966 closure. The ride was creepy, in a setting for a perfect horror movie. A few
miles of freedom Fall bike peddling away was the Ray’s Hill Tunnel entrance. Again, a detail oversight,
how long is this tunnel? Now that | am an experienced tunnel rider, the initial fear factor is gone. Ray’s
Hill Tunnel is 3532ft. long and almost half the length of Sidling Hill. A dim light is always visible in this
tunnel, “a piece of cake”. The ride through this tunnel was much safer and | was glad | started with the
longer tunnel experience. The return ride was anticlimactic, | made it back before dark, my car was
intact and a few adult beverages were about to be consumed.

Lesson learned: Advice, do not do this by yourself, have a back up flashlight, head light band, ask
more questions for details (length of tunnels), let someone know specifically where and what you are
doing, and | located the Breezewood access area by looking for “goonies” where the overpass was
removed..

Lessons not learned: Ahh, | would do it again.

L K2LJS @2dz Sy22@& SR NBI RANMappreciatiYéto Ray BihA S a
stories for this issue, as | am to all members who have previously submitted stories to, The
Livery newsletter. Remember this newsletter is all about you, our member. So if you have a
story to share about your interests and activities, (also birthsj\wersaries, graduations etc.)

besides professional cars, please send them to me for an upcoming idSileen
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The weather forecast was for rain but, actually, it turned out to be a beautiful day. Once again

great time socializing and wonderful food
enjoyed by all.
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Attending members:{R Mark Kennedy, Phil Rishel, Jeff Hurlbutt, Wayne & Eileen 1S,

Chris Kennedy, Debbie Teague, Rick Duffy, Sean Hennessey & Mark Teague

"Professional Car

Soclety

Not in photos Invited
guests of Mark &
Debbie Teague ¢

L.-Jim Ague and

R- Elizabeth Gabriel,
she owns a Dodge
Magnum that has
scroll bars on the sides
— bars, so she calls it her
mini hearse.
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CAN YOU RELATE TO THIS?

SENIOR TRYING TO RESET PASSWORD

WINDOWS: Please enter your new password

USER: cabbage

WINDOWS: Sorry, the password must be more than 8 characlers

USER: boiled cabhage

WINDOWS: Sorry, the password must contain 1 numerical character

USER: 1 boiled cabbage

WINDOWS: Sorry. the password cannot have blank spaces

USER: 50damnboiledcabbages

WINDOWS: Sarry. the password must contain at leas! one upper case character
USER: 50DAMNbolledcabbages

WINDOWS: Sorry, the password cannot use mare than one upper case
character conseculively

USER: 50damnBoitedCabbagesShovedUpYourAssiiYouDon'tGiveMeAccessNow!
WINDOWS: Sorry, the password cannot contain puncluation

USER:
ReallyPissedOff50DamnBolledCabbages ShovedUpYourAssifYouDontGiveMeAccessNow

WINDOWS: Sorry, that password is already in use.

1959 Cadillac Hearse from Greece It of glass)
Pintrest-jpg

<—— Cleverideafor playingyour vinyl records
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